
Kuwait Driving, Licensing, and Vehicle Setup 
Handbook 
This handbook explains eligibility, documents, application steps, testing, issuance, 
validity and renewals, switching from digital to physical cards when needed, and 
post‑issuance vehicle setup and compliance for expatriates in Kuwait.​​
It consolidates current policy elements and service touchpoints into a single execution 
sequence that HR teams and newcomers can follow with confidence.​ 

Eligibility at a glance 
●​ Age thresholds: private license eligibility typically begins at 18, general or heavy 

categories at 21, and motorcycles at 18, with category‑specific rules set by the 
traffic authority.​ 

●​ Residency and status: applicants must hold valid legal residency and meet 
category‑specific conditions set by the General Traffic Department.​ 

●​ Health and vision: medical fitness and eyesight clearance are required prior to 
testing and issuance.​ 

●​ Education and role criteria: certain categories require proof of educational 
qualification and authorized employment or sponsorship status.​ 

●​ Professional exemptions: designated professions and roles may be exempt from 
some baseline criteria such as residency duration or other conditions as defined 
by policy.​ 

Document pack checklist 
●​ Civil ID copy and passport copy with matching personal data and current 

residency.​ 
●​ Completed application form as approved by the traffic department.​ 
●​ Compliant personal photos meeting the current size and background 

specification.​ 
●​ Employer or sponsor letter where applicable, plus a valid work permit for 

company employees.​ 
●​ Medical fitness certificate from an approved center and any pre‑authorization 

forms for testing.​ 
●​ Eligibility confirmation for testing (theory/practical) issued through the traffic 

department workflow.​ 



Step‑by‑step: from application to license 
●​ Step 1: Complete the driving license application in the format required by the 

General Traffic Department and verify that names and dates match the Civil ID 
and passport.​ 

●​ Step 2: Undergo the medical examination and obtain the fitness certificate, 
ensuring the certificate details precisely match the application data.​ 

●​ Step 3: Secure the driving education permit from the licensing department after 
medical clearance, enabling official lessons and scheduling.​ 

●​ Step 4: Book your theory and road test appointments through the Ministry of 
Interior traffic e‑services platform using your verified Civil ID and contact details.​ 

●​ Step 5: Sit for the theory test and the practical (road) test with approved 
identification and test eligibility documents, following examiner instructions and 
site rules.​ 

●​ Step 6: Upon passing, complete the issuance process at the licensing 
department and confirm that the printed or digital record correctly reflects your 
personal data.​ 

Using the official e‑services 
The Ministry of Interior traffic services portal provides appointment booking, license 
issuance actions, renewals, replacements, driving instructor permits, vehicle permits, 
and violations management through authenticated access.​​
Ensure that the mobile number and email in your profile match your current contact 
details, as notifications and appointment confirmations are delivered through these 
channels.​​
Keep all submission reference numbers and appointment confirmations for your record, 
as they may be requested at counters or during follow‑up actions.​ 

License categories and age alignment 
Kuwait distinguishes among private, general/heavy, and motorcycle categories, each 
with minimum age and testing requirements defined by the General Traffic Department.​​
Applicants should select the category aligned to their role and intended vehicle type, as 
the documentary and testing pathways are structured accordingly.​​
When in doubt, confirm category definitions and minimum age eligibility before booking 
appointments to avoid rescheduling or rejection at counters.​ 

Exceptions and professional categories 



Policy identifies professional and public‑interest categories that may be exempt from 
certain baseline conditions such as residency duration or other qualifying criteria, 
including a range of medical professionals and specified public‑sector roles.​​
Some roles tied to government operations or essential services qualify for streamlined 
pathways, always subject to documentary proof and verification by the licensing 
department.​​
Applicants should not self‑assume exemptions; confirm eligibility and documentation 
with the department prior to scheduling tests.​ 

Validity and renewals 
Recent changes define license validity periods by status, with longer validity for citizens 
and GCC nationals and a shorter standard validity for expatriates, administered by the 
General Traffic Department.​​
Renewal and replacement actions can be initiated online through the Ministry of Interior 
traffic e‑services and completed with identity verification and artifact submission as 
specified.​​
Track renewal dates well in advance to avoid disruptions in daily mobility and to 
maintain compliance with traffic laws and identity checks.​ 

Physical license reintroduced for international needs 
Kuwait has reinstated the option for expatriates to obtain a physical printed driving 
license, which is particularly relevant for driving or renting vehicles in overseas 
jurisdictions that require a physical card.​​
If your original license was issued digitally, you can request a physical card at the traffic 
department that issued your license, following the department’s verification and 
card‑printing procedures.​​
Always confirm that your printed card’s personal data matches your Civil ID record to 
prevent travel or rental counter rejections abroad.​ 

Replacements and lost/damaged licenses 
The e‑services portal provides a workflow to request replacements in cases of loss or 
damage, with identity checks and record validation performed by the General Traffic 
Department.​​
If identity data has changed, update your Civil ID record first, then request a reissued 
license to ensure downstream systems reflect a single, consistent profile.​​



Keep a securely stored digital copy of your license details for reference, without sharing 
sensitive identifiers via unsecured channels.​ 

Practice, theory, and road tests 
The theory exam covers traffic law, road signs, right‑of‑way, safety protocols, and 
common hazard scenarios as defined by national rules and the General Traffic 
Department.​​
The practical test evaluates vehicle control, signaling discipline, lane use, parking 
maneuvers, and adherence to examiner directives, with pass/fail decisions recorded in 
the traffic system.​​
If you do not pass on the first attempt, re‑schedule through the official platform and 
address the specific competencies flagged by the examiner.​ 

Data alignment: avoid preventable rework 
Align the exact spelling and order of names across Civil ID, passport, and application 
forms to prevent system mismatches or counter rejections.​​
Use the same mobile number and email in all submissions to ensure you receive 
appointment confirmations and status notifications without delay.​​
Carry originals alongside copies, and keep a reference list of file numbers and 
submission receipts to accelerate desk‑level verification.​ 

Special notes from current conditions 
The traffic authority’s conditions define handling of specific residency cases and 
travel‑related scenarios, including rules that apply when residency is disrupted by 
extended time out of country.​​
Policy updates in 2025 emphasized new validity arrangements by nationality category 
and clarified pathways for obtaining a physical card when required for overseas use.​​
Monitor official channels for any adjustments to documentary requirements or 
sequencing so you can adapt appointment plans proactively.​ 

After issuance: vehicle setup pathway 
●​ Registration and plates: Complete vehicle registration and plate issuance through 

the authorized channels, ensuring records are linked correctly to your Civil ID and 
license data.​ 



●​ Inspection and documentation: Follow the inspection protocol as directed by the 
licensing authority or registration center, keeping all artifacts aligned with your 
identity record.​ 

●​ Traffic portal readiness: Set up notifications for violations, renewals, and 
document expirations, using the traffic e‑services platform as your single source 
of truth.​ 

Operating safely in Kuwait 
Kuwait’s traffic system relies on strict adherence to lane discipline, posted limits, and 
signal compliance, with roadside and automated enforcement to support road safety.​​
Seatbelt use, no‑phone driving, and defensive driving practices are essential habits, 
especially on high‑speed ring roads and arterial routes during peak hours.​​
When unsure about a rule or sign, consult the theory materials and official guidance 
before driving, rather than relying on informal interpretations.​ 

Switching formats: digital to physical and vice‑versa 
If your current credential is digital and a counterpart abroad requests a physical card, 
apply through your issuing traffic department for a printed license consistent with your 
identity record.​​
Retain both the official record and any printable confirmations as directed; do not rely 
solely on screenshots when crossing borders or renting vehicles.​​
If you later need to replace or update the physical card, use the e‑services portal to 
initiate, then finalize at the designated location as instructed.​ 

Change management: when your details change 
Any change in personal details that appears on the Civil ID should be updated before 
requesting license actions to prevent data misalignment across systems.​​
If sponsorship or employment details change, confirm whether any supporting letters or 
system updates are required prior to renewals or replacements.​​
Keep a dated log of updates made to your record so you can reconcile any future 
discrepancies at counters quickly.​ 

Practical test‑day checklist 
●​ Identification: Civil ID, passport copy, and any eligibility notes issued by the 

department.​ 



●​ Appointment proof: digital or printed confirmation with time, location, and 
reference number.​ 

●​ Vehicle readiness for road test: ensure indicators, lights, mirrors, and seat 
adjustments operate correctly if a designated vehicle is used.​ 

●​ Examiner protocol: listen carefully, ask clarifying questions respectfully, and 
demonstrate consistent signaling and lane discipline.​ 

Printing and proof of license 
Where printing kiosks or designated counters are used, follow the official instructions 
and verify that the printed card’s data matches your Civil ID and application record.​​
If any field is incorrect on the printed card, request correction immediately before 
leaving the counter to avoid issues during identity checks.​​
Keep a protected image or scan of the card for your personal records, stored securely 
and not shared over insecure channels.​ 

Renewals and reminders 
Use the MOI traffic portal to set reminders for license renewal and related vehicle 
actions so you maintain continuous compliance.​​
Renew early to account for public holidays or administrative backlogs and to keep your 
vehicle registration aligned with your valid driving authorization.​​
If you expect to be abroad during your renewal window, plan your actions in advance 
and confirm acceptable options with the traffic department.​ 

If your residency status changes 
If your residency is canceled or paused, review the official conditions to understand how 
this affects license validity and what reactivation or reissuance steps may be available.​​
Always synchronize identity and residency records before initiating any new traffic 
service to prevent system conflicts.​​
Consult the licensing department about revalidation procedures when returning after 
extended stays abroad.​ 

Frequently asked questions 
●​ Can expatriates hold a physical card as well as a digital record? Yes, a physical 

card option has been reinstated for expatriates subject to department 
procedures.​ 



●​ How long is the license valid for expatriates? Current rules define a shorter 
standard validity for expatriates than for citizens and GCC nationals, managed by 
the General Traffic Department.​ 

●​ Can I book all appointments online? The MOI e‑services portal enables core 
actions such as appointments, renewals, and replacements through 
authenticated access.​ 

●​ Do professional categories change baseline conditions? Certain professions and 
roles are formally listed with exemptions to some requirements, verified by the 
department via documentation.​ 

Final guidance 
Treat data alignment and documentation control as your first priority, because most 
delays arise from mismatched names, outdated contacts, or incomplete attachments.​​
Use the MOI traffic e‑services as the authoritative platform for bookings, renewals, 
replacements, and status checks, and keep all reference numbers and confirmations on 
file.​​
Plan around public holidays and peak periods, and if you need a physical license for 
international travel or rentals, request it in advance at your issuing department. 
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